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June, lived there under the name of Fumes, and seems to have
obtained the confidence of Reinhard, who gave him a pass-
port, with which he went to Paris at the end of July. It
appears to have been in the winter of 1797, that he first under-
took, through the medium of Lord Downshire, to give informa-
tion to the English Government, and he gave them full and
valuable details, not only about the proceedings of the con-
spirators on the Continent, but also about the names, characters,
and objects of the leading United Irishmen in Ireland. From
no other source, indeed, does the Government appear, at this
time, to have received accounts which were at once so ample and
so accurate, for Turner was quite free from the anxiety to screen
individuals, which was manifest in the letters of McNally.1

After the illustrations that have been given, of the characters
of the men who held the first positions in Paris, it will not appear
surprising that there also the English Government were able to
obtain abundant information. The names of the informers were
carefully concealed by the few persons who were in the secret,
even in their confidential correspondence, but they will probably,
some day, be found among their unpublished papers, and the
mystery might perhaps be even now unravelled from accessible
documents, if something of the patience and ingenuity that have
been applied to the authorship of Junius, were devoted to the
task. Most of this information was probably ultimately due to
William Wickham, who had been sent to Switzerland on a
sp.ecial mission in October 1794, and had been appointed, about
nine months later, minister in that country. It was his
special task to assist, with money and with advice, the French
emigrants, and the conspirators and insurgents against the
Revolutionary Government in the interior of France, and he
succeeded in opening communications with great numbers of
Frenchmen, in confidential and important positions.2 Among

1 Turner's letters to Lord Down-     1798. See, too, the Castlercagh Cor-
shire and to the Ministers were signed     resjfondence, i. 277-288.
* Richardson,' but his true name was         2 See that curious and very in-
sent by Camden to Portland, Dec. 9,     structive book, the Correspondence of
1797. His full and interesting re-     William Wiokhami; and also Malmes-
velations are at the Record Office.     fam/ Correspondence, iii. 454, 531. A
See especially Dec. 9, 19, 1797, and     quantity of letters, addressed in cipher
also a letter from ' Richardson' to     and under false names, fell into the
Lord Downshire, dated Nov. 19, 1797,     hands of Moreau, who, however, for
sent by Camden to Portland, Jan. 5,     a long time thought fit to conceal the
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